
E10 EZ EE the washington post . sunday, november 13 ,  2022

Diversions

curveball. Someone will do 
something you least expect. Maybe 
a group will decide to take a new 
position on something. Possibly, 
you will encounter a real character, 
someone colorful and different. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Someone in authority — a boss, 
parent, teacher or member of the 
police — may do something that 
surprises you. “Busted!” Knowing 
this ahead of time, do some 
damage control. Take care of loose 
ends. Meanwhile, show respect to 
others. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Travel plans may suddenly change. 
They may be canceled or delayed. 
Alternatively, you may have to 
travel when you least expect to do 
so. Likewise, school schedules 
may change, along with matters 
related to the law and medicine. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Make friends with your bank 
account, because something 
unexpected may affect your funds. 

B Y  G E O R G I A  N I C O L S

Happy Birthday | Nov. 13: You are an excellent judge of character. You have common sense and wisdom, and 
you are passionate about your beliefs. This is why people listen to you. This is a more social year for you. Enjoy 
yourself. Let your guard down and loosen up a bit. Old friends might rekindle friendships.

Moon Alert: There are no 
restrictions to shopping or 
important decisions. The moon is 
in Cancer.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Something unexpected might 
impact your family or your home. 
For starters, check bank accounts, 
etc., because some kind of support 
(perhaps financial or practical) 
might be suddenly withheld or 
delayed. Possibly someone who 
was willing to help you will change 
their mind. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
Pay attention to everything you say 
and do, because this is a mildly 
accident-prone day for your sign. 
Meanwhile, a friend or partner may 
surprise you by suggesting 
something you least expect. Stay 
flexible and light on your feet. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
Guard your possessions. Something 
unexpected may impact your 
assets. You may find money; you 
may lose money. Be smart and 
protect what you own against loss, 
theft or damage. This surprise may 
even be work-related or something 
hidden, behind the scenes. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
You may be caught off guard by 
unexpected events. Parents should 
note that this is a mildly accident-
prone day for their kids. Social 
plans may suddenly change. 
Accept an unexpected invitation. 
Double-check existing social plans. 
Avoid sports accidents. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
This is a restless day for you 
because things that are going on 
behind the scenes may impact 
your family or something to do with 
your home and private life. Stay on 
the ball so you know what’s 
happening. Stock the fridge, 
because unexpected company 
may drop by. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Quite possibly, a friend or a 
member of a group will throw you a 

Horoscope

Likewise, something unexpected 
may affect an arrangement you 
have with someone about shared 
property or something that is 
jointly held. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Your best option is to cooperate 
with others, especially partners 
and close friends. Don’t give them 
any static. Just go along to get 
along. Be patient and cooperative. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
Something to do with your work 
routine will be interrupted. Be 
smart and give yourself extra time 
so you have wiggle room to deal 
with the unexpected. Expect 
surprising news about your health 
or a pet. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
This is an accident-prone day for 
your kids. It could be spilled milk or 
something more serious. 
Therefore, keep your eyes peeled. 
Meanwhile, social plans will 
suddenly change. Conversely, you 
may receive a surprising invitation. 

“SCALE IT BACK” 
BY SCOTT HOGAN 
& KATIE HALE

ACROSS
	 1	 Improvises 

with nonsense 
syllables while 
singing

	 6	 Hosp. area
	 11	 “Frozen” 

snowman
	 15	 Go the distance
	 19	 Old Turkish title
	 20	 Body art 

medium
	 21	 Roam
	 22	 Glom __: take 

hold of
	 23	 Chant that could 

start any minute 
in a yoga class?

	 25	 Bibliography 
abbr.

	 26	 Playing a fifth 
qtr., say

	 27	 Vegan pizza 
order, perhaps

	 28	 Speak without 
thinking

	 29	 Thick book
	 30	 Biblical twin
	 31	 Beaver structure 

that defies all 
laws of physics?

	 36	 Soap chemical
	 38	 Singer Lena
	 39	 African capital
	 40	 Result of a 

cracked Kindle?
	 45	 Uses, as a 

coupon
	 47	 Paddle kin
	 48	 Brownstone 

porch
	 49	 Family man
	 52	 Telly watchers
	 54	 Sitcom fixture
	 56	 11th Greek letter
	 59	 Casual refusal
	 60	 Messy pile
	 61	 Lingering 

resentment 
between rival 
16th century 
Italian painters?

	 66	 Con
	 70	 Gimlet 

garnishes
	 71	 Like some 

Chardonnay
	 72	 Obstacles 

in a Grand 
Theft Auto 
construction 
zone?

	 77	 AnnaSophia 
of “Bridge to 
Terabithia”

	 81	 NAACP 
co-founder __ B. 
Wells

	 82	 E-signature 
alternative

	 83	 Celebrity mag 
since 1977

	 87	 Transform (into)
	 89	 Drops from 

above

	 91	 Problem with 
82-Across

	 92	 Biodegrade
	 93	 Resort with 

moguls
	 96	 Rate at which 

romaine salads 
come out of the 
kitchen?

	 99	 Impressionist 
Claude

	100	 Beekeeping 
hazard

	102	 Irish actor 
Stephen

	103	 Put up with my 
shenanigans?

	108	 Sleeveless 
garment

	112	 Twee
	113	 Competitor
	114	 Goes long?
	116	 Poker stake
	117	 Scored 100 on
	118	 Creating study 

aids during 
a classroom 
lecture, and 
how seven long 
answers in this 
puzzle were 
created?

	121	 Look intently (at)
	122	 “How __ 

refuse?”
	123	 Garlicky sauce
	124	 Cornell, Penn, 

etc.
	125	 Flubs
	126	 Jewelry 

designer Peretti
	127	 Eurasian border 

mountains
	128	 Black-and-white 

vegetarian

DOWN
	 1	 Book part
	 2	 Patterns meant 

to blend in, 
briefly

	 3	 Org. providing 
creature 
comfort?

	 4	 One who has 
an impressive 
green thumb?

	 5	 With it
	 6	 Trey 

Anastasio’s jam 
band

	 7	 Actress 
Zellweger

	 8	 Pt. of OED

	 9	 Singer Yoko
	 10	 Hulu’s “__ & 

Tommy”
	 11	 Vague warning
	 12	 Seated yoga 

pose
	 13	 Greed
	 14	 Had regrets
	 15	 One who 

lingers
	 16	 Latin phrase in 

some dates
	 17	 Leaf pore
	 18	 __ pole
	 24	 Political thaw
	 28	 “__ appétit!”
	 32	 Breakfast chain
	 33	 Calendar pgs.
	 34	 Get set
	 35	 Recline
	 37	 Polite 

contraction
	 40	 All of two
	 41	 Talk wildly
	 42	 Killer whale
	 43	 __ favor
	 44	 Crowd sound
	 45	 Crashes (into)
	 46	 Constellation 

part
	 50	 Strange
	 51	 Behind the 

times
	 53	 __/her pronouns
	 55	 Abbey area
	 57	 Bun cooked 

in a bamboo 
steamer

	 58	 Genetic letters
	 62	 Justice Kagan
	 63	 “The Pinkprint” 

rapper Minaj
	 64	 Latin I verb
	 65	 Brontë 

governess
	 67	 Buckaroo
	 68	 Mature
	 69	 Pilates surface
	 72	 Pep
	 73	 Rite words
	 74	 Hypothetical 

stuff in space
	 75	 Oscar winner 

Sorvino
	 76	 Totals
	 78	 Sticky pod
	 79	 Political coalition
	 80	 Computer 

memory unit
	 84	 __ salt
	 85	 Nate Dogg’s 

“Regulate” 
collaborator

	 86	 Scots Gaelic

	 88	 Leads the way
	 90	 CBS military 

drama
	 91	 __ lily: Utah 

state flower
	 94	 Go over again
	 95	 Virtuous
	 97	 Social insect
	 98	 Meringue 

dessert named 
for a ballerina

	100	 Bowl game 
venues

	101	 __ Aviv
	103	 Land’s end?
	104	 Pitching aid?
	105	 Levels (out)
	106	 Flounce
	107	 Some tax-free 

bonds
	109	 Stay home for 

supper
	110	 Knight’s mount
	111	 Thompson of 

“Creed”
	115	 Scissors sound
	118	 19th Greek 

letter
	119	 Beach ball 

inflater
	120	 RV park chain
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“IT’S WORKING!” 
BY DREW 
SCHMENNER

ACROSS
	 1	 Soccer great Mia
	 5	 Practical jokers
	 9	 Ankle-related
	 15	 Kindergarten 

recitation
	 19	 McFlurry cookie
	 20	 Inside scoop
	 21	 “The Heart of the 

Matter” novelist
	 22	 “Sounds like a 

__!”
	 23	 Hitching post?
	 26	 Pennant __
	 27	 Vision correction 

tools
	 28	 __ Grande
	 29	 Like rainforests
	 31	 Revolutionary 

Guevara
	 32	 Social group
	 33	 Fair trade?
	 38	 “Pipe down!”
	 40	 Tiny parasites
	 42	 Erin of “Happy 

Days”
	 43	 Wax-wrapped 

cheese
	 44	 Try to win over
	 45	 Freud’s “The __ 

and the Id”
	 46	 Shoulder 

muscles, briefly
	 48	 Two-syllable foot
	 51	 Cry to a cap’n
	 53	 Not much at all
	 57	 Snooped 

(around)
	 59	 Hankook product
	 60	 Cold calling?
	 64	 Some Himalayan 

residents
	 66	 Beam
	 67	 Far from port
	 68	 Pigeon coop
	 69	 Inexact fig.
	 70	 Inside job?
	 75	 World Series 

mo.
	 77	 Genesis locale
	 78	 Hardships
	 79	 Agcy. with a 

taxing job
	 80	 Peanut butter 

Girl Scout 
cookies

	 82	 Power station?
	 88	 Notable times
	 89	 Cuban singer 

Cruz
	 91	 Any second now
	 92	 Exude, as charm
	 93	 Actress Ward
	 94	 __-turvy
	 96	 “60 Minutes” 

network
	 99	 Ornate flower 

pot
	100	 Lava __
	103	 Agree to join
	105	 Casual 

conversation
	106	 Purr former

	107	 Instrumental 
role?

	111	 Maui’s scenic __ 
Highway

	113	 WC
	114	 “Falling Skies” 

actor Wyle
	115	 “Life Is Good” 

rapper
	116	 Poet Gorman 

who read at 
President 
Biden’s 
inauguration

	119	 Give off
	121	 Scoring 

position?
	126	 Lhasa __
	127	 Many a profile 

picture
	128	 Mystery novelist 

Paretsky
	129	 One of the Three 

Bears
	130	 “Those people?”
	131	 Dangerous 

African fly
	132	 Cash drawer 

slot
	133	 “Sounds good to 

me!”
DOWN

	 1	 Laugh really 
hard

	 2	 Field of expertise
	 3	 Inst. that 

features clinical 
rotations

	 4	 Prototype
	 5	 Hits the jackpot
	 6	 “Life of Pi” 

director Lee
	 7	 Fighter pilot’s 

sensation
	 8	 “Lost in 

Translation” 
director Coppola

	 9	 __ Fridays
	 10	 Continuing 

storyline
	 11	 Big name in 

outdoor gear
	 12	 Putty, caulk, etc.
	 13	 Invalidate
	 14	 Doesn’t bother
	 15	 Bank loan abbr.
	 16	 Extortionist
	 17	 Secret stash
	 18	 Scornful look
	 24	 “Go, me!”
	 25	 79-Across 

document
	 30	 Possessed
	 34	 Agreement from 

a silent partner?
	 35	 “Lost in 

Yonkers” Tony 
winner Worth

	 36	 Bravery
	 37	 Yogurt-based 

condiment 
served with hot 
curry dishes

	 38	 Exchange
	 39	 Hostess cream-

filled cake
	 41	 Sweet-talk
	 47	 Spanish title
	 49	 3D diagnostic 

tools, briefly
	 50	 Second to none
	 52	 Story
	 54	 Singer featured 

on Flo Rida’s 
“Low”

	 55	 Additionally
	 56	 Action figure?
	 58	 Hold up
	 61	 Evaluated
	 62	 Ophthalmologist, 

informally
	 63	 Diameter halves
	 65	 __ dish
	 68	 Pink cocktail, 

familiarly
	 70	 “They’re not 

saying anything 
worth listening 
to”

	 71	 Start anew
	 72	 Majestic trees
	 73	 Geppetto’s 

goldfish
	 74	 __ buco
	 75	 “To a ... ” poems
	 76	 Apple discard
	 81	 Sci-fi writer 

Asimov
	 82	 Longstocking of 

kid-lit
	 83	 Worshipper of 

Jah
	 84	 Inseam unit
	 85	 Froot Loops 

mascot
	 86	 Political 

commentator 
Klein

	 87	 Tenant’s 
expense

	 90	 Contract 
ambiguity that 
may be exploited

	 95	 Half a cosmic 
whole

	 97	 Commonwealth 
off Florida

	 98	 Notary public’s 

device
	101	 Fellows
	102	 “Survivor” host 

Jeff
	104	 “I Put a Spell 

on You” singer 
Simone

	105	 Diagnostic tool, 
briefly

	107	 Sole mate?
	108	 Vim and vigor
	109	 Shipping weight 

deductions
	110	 Final word
	112	 Two-time 

Australian Open 
winner Osaka

	117	 __-glace: rich 
sauce

	118	 Isles off the Irish 
coast

	120	 Hall of Fame 
pitcher Seaver

	122	 Toward the 
rudder

	123	 Prefix with 
content and 
belief

	124	 Miniature
	125	 Smelter’s input

RELEASE DATE—Sunday, November 13, 2022

Los Angeles Times Sunday Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Patti Varol and Joyce Nichols Lewis

ANSWER TO TODAY’S PUZZLE

11/13/22

11/13/22 ©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

L.a.  times sunday puzzle

Answers to last week’s puzzle below.

edited by Patti Varol and Joyce Nichols Lewis

BY PAT MYERS

Qatar! Caracas! Alps! Valhalla!
Cart that gang away, Mad Dan!
A hand? Glad fans’ll pack that 

van.   (Duncan Stevens)

It’s tricky living
With highly spicy chili:
My tightly binding lining
Is firing willy-nilly.
(Dale Frankel, Bloomfield 

Hills, Mich.)

Aw/Ah Ha-ha
A Yank can’t stand an Alabama 

drawl,
That lazy “Mama wants a 

drank, y’all.”
And Alabamans always say “ha 

ha!”
At any Waltham, Mass., man’s 

“pahk ya cah.” (Jonathan Jensen)

Sam was cagy, had a plan:
Sack a bank and nab a van.
What a brassy act (and scary!)
Had a whack at “cash-and-

carry.”  (Beverley Sharp, 
Montgomery, Ala.)

A man, a plan, a Panama? That
Wasn’t a canal — nay, ’twas a 

hat.  (Amy Livingston, Highland 
Park, N.J., a First Offender)

Tomorrow off? Oh no, poor fool.
Snowstorms stop not work nor 
school.
From top to bottom, lowdown 
gloom 
Old boss now knows to go on 
Zoom.  
(Kevin Dopart, Washington) 

spring wings sing smiling
lilting in still night chirping
bird dirt dripping. Ick.  (Irene 

Plotzker, Wilmington, Del.)

An ant farm, a scarf, and a fat 
panda!

Thanks, Santa!
What? Thank Ma and Pa??
Angst.  (Randy Lee, Burke)

Wacky Grandma alarms all —
That gas-gland can amass gasps.

Nana claps and says, “Yay!”
Thanks, fatty Spam cans.
(Leif Picoult, Rockville)

Oh look! Slow down to shop for 
old Ford.

Old Ford looks cool, smooth, 
bold. Oh Lord, so good.

Got Ford.
Oops, oh no, poor Ford!
Motor now hot: growls, stops.
Too hot. Old motor shot.
Soot on hood, roof, floor, doors.
Now, Ford won’t go. Bloody, 

gory horror show.
Now tow to Ford body shop.
(G. T. Bowman, Falls Church)

Kleenex everywhere, very 
sneezy,

Eyes feel weepy, chest seems 
wheezy.

Temp exceeds 99 degrees.
Sheesh, need remedy, MD, jeez!
“These keys help fevers 

deplete:
Wet sheets, leeches, smelly feet.
Next, chew nettles, gently 

scented.”
Heed the expert, Dr. 

Demented.
(Yet he regrets these few 

effects: 
Green teeth, eye bleeds, lepers’ 

necks.)  (Pam Shermeyer, Lathrup 
Village, Mich.)  

And Last: 
We’ll enter wee verses; we’ll 

jest.
The Empress, she’ll keep the 

few best.
The rejects less clever?
Be seen, these’ll never —
She’ll next feed her shredder 

the rest.  (Jesse Frankovich)

More honorable mentions in 
the online Invite at wapo.st/
invite1514.

Still running — deadline 
Monday night, Nov. 14: Our 
contest for greeting-card rhymes 
for novel occasions. See wapo.st/
invite1513.

 

The Style Invitational

bob staake for the washington Post

 Week 1510 the Empress 
presented the clearly daunting 
challenge to write a poem 
containing only one of the vowels 
A, E, I, O and U. She read through 
lots of “nymph wryly syncs 
lymph’s spryly lynx crypt tryst’s 
sly cry” to bring you the ingenious 
verses below.

4th place:
Pool host snorts: “Yo, porno 

thong!
So gross! Not cool, fool. Now, 

go ’long!”
Choosy moms’ll opt to toss
Bros who don only bottom 

floss. 
(Frank Mann, Washington)

3rd place:
Got droop of bottom, or oblong 

bosom of sorrow?
Go not to body doctors to crop 

or boost tomorrow.
Trot hot! Drop low! Show off 

yo’ promontory!
Now boldly sport yon chonk or 

flop! Opt for no “sorry” story!
(Christy Tosatto, full-time RV 

nomad currently stopping in 
Asheville, N.C.) 

2nd place and the 
paperweights containing real 
cicadas: 

Gen. 2-3
The scene: Eden. Key decree:
“Heed me, Eve; eschew the 

tree.”
Yet Eve the clever serpent met;
The serpent tempted Eve; she 

et.
Next she fed her peer, the gent.
Then men fell — we hence 

repent.  (Jesse Frankovich, 
Lansing, Mich.) 

And the winner of the 
Clowning Achievement:

Repressed, dejected, Ed pens, 
then sends text:

“Beekeeper: eschews revels, 
sex, the next

New scene; prefers the decent 
chew; esteems

Svelte slenderness; detests 
expense, lewd themes.

Seeks helpmeet: gentle; sews; 
rejects excess

(The perverse, presents, 
jewels), expects less;

Reveres strength; never 
henpecks; sweeps; meek, sweet.”

Ellen sees, retches, then 
presses “Delete.”

(Frank Osen, Pasadena, Calif.)

These deserve less esteem: 
Honorable mentions

Biding in Wilds in Chilly 
Twilight,   by Ribt. Frist

Which wild is this? I think I’m 
right,

His living isn’t in my sight.
Invisibly, I visit still,
With flitting drifts in shiny 

flight.
My filly’s whinny, timid trill:
I’m sitting by this icy rill,
In wintry, frigid wild? Why?
This night I find in inky spill.
My hill is dimly lit by sky,
This wild is inviting … sigh …
I’m riding till my crib is nigh,
I’m riding till my crib is nigh.
(Sarah Walsh, Rockville, Md.)

Beer Revelry
We’re merry, we’re blessed,
We’re never depressed.
We’re cheeky, we’re cheery,
We belch, then we jest.
Wherever there’s beer
We never feel stressed.
Fetch beer!
(Jonathan Jensen, Baltimore)
Beer Revelry 2
We’re never ever reverent,
“We’re free! We’re best!” we 

cheer.
We’ll never rest! we’re 

cleverest!
We merely need the beer.
(Mark Raffman, Reston)

 Ye’s ever newsy,
Sez, “Every Jew screws me.” The
Less Ye, the better.

(Chris Doyle, Denton, Tex.)

So Old So Soon
Bloodwork poor. No oomph or 

pop.
Myopy, woozy. Jowls. Low-T.
Snowy top, soft pot, foot rot.
Tho’ colon’s not too polypy.
(Ash Sharman [great name for 

this contest!], Fairfax, Va., a First 
Offender)

Feh, Recent Red-Pelts!
New emblem’s meh, the ex-

term smelt;
The bevy, recent-Red-Type-

Pelt —
They’re fettered, hexed; the 

shell needs shed.
“De-Snyder, feckless crew!” 

we’ve pled.
(Duncan Stevens, Vienna, Va.)
And …
Scram, Dan! Walk! Say, Walla 

Walla!

Ink with wit in it:  One-vowel poems

New contest for Week 1514: 
It’s Ask Backwards XLI
The Next Name After Commanders • Cat Toothpaste • Vegan 
Bone Broth • Sunset, Sunrise • A Blue Check •
 Still a Googlenope • Tournament of Chimps • 
A Bad Name for an Ikea Product • Ye’s Next Fashion Line • 
The iPhone 29 Pro • Even Ken Burns Wouldn’t Do This One • 
42 Minutes • The Style Invitational Mascot • 
A Snickerdoodle • Three Squats and a Burpee • 
Rutabaga Ginsburg • A Leaf Blower and a Garden Slug • 
National Bubble Radio • You Boil It

Yes, good Roman-numeral-readers/Super Bowl fans, it’s our 
41st go at this “Jeopardy”-adjacent game. Above are the 
answers; you supply the questions — up to 25 of them for any 
or all. (Note that there are more in the list above than in Bob 
Staake’s cartoon.)

Submit up to 25 entries at wapo.st/enter-invite-1514 (no 
capitals in the Web address; see formatting instructions on the 
entry form). Deadline is Monday night, Nov. 21; results appear 
Dec. 11 in print, Dec. 8 online.

Winner gets the Clowning 
Achievement, our Style 
Invitational trophy. Second 
place receives this “Rutabaga 
Ginsburg” T-shirt, discovered 
by Loser Craig Dykstra at a 
Goodwill. (No, it won’t 
necessarily be the Rutabaga 
Ginsburg question that wins 
the shirt, but it would be fun.)

Other runners-up win their 
choice of our “For Best 
Results, Pour Into Top End” 
Loser Mug or our “Whole 
Fools” Grossery Bag. 
Honorable mentions get one 
of our lusted-after Loser 
magnets, “A Small Jester of 

Appreciation” or “Close, but Ceci N’est Pas un Cigare.” First 
Offenders receive only a smelly tree-shaped air “freshener” 
(FirStink for their first ink). See general contest rules and 
guidelines at wapo.st/inviteFAQ. The headline “Ink with wit in 
it” is by Jesse Frankovich; Jesse also wrote the honorable-
mentions subhead. Join the lively Style Invitational Devotees 
group on Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev; follow Style Invitational 
Ink of the Day on Facebook at bit.ly/inkofday; follow 
@StyleInvite on Twitter.

 The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly online 
column discusses each new contest and set of results. See this 
week’s at    wapo.st/conv1514.

Our 2nd-prize T-shirt,  and 
one of the “answers.”


